These are stories of despair and hope, and of what science can do to help. N.A. was a prisoner in Tehran. One day a guard led him to a prison wall known to be an execution site and told N.A. he would be killed. The guard turned the man toward the wall, pulled his hair and pushed a gun barrel against his skull. N.A. heard the gun cock, the trigger slide, the hammer snap forward. But the gun was empty. When N.A. was freed and resettled in the United States, he tried to drown his memories in alcohol.
Mrs. Trinidad Herrera, a community organizer in the slums ofManila, was arrested by Philippine authorities, stripped, and wired to an army crank telephone. Her interrogators applied electric shocks to sensitive parts ofHerrera's body until she signed a prepared confession of illegal acts.
These people-and tens of thousands of other individual men, women, and childrenare at the heart of two new books written with the support ofthe American Association for the Advancement of Science's (AAAS) Science 
